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triumph for Great Britain and a distinct check to Russia,
and Lord Beaconsfield, its real author, reached the zenith
of a dazzling, though transient, popularity. It has now
become the fashion to assume that his work was in part
fruitless and in part mischievous. But without entering
upon debatable ground it may be stated with confidence
that events in the East have developed, for good or evil, on
lines widely divergent from those laid down in the Treaty of
San Stefano. The check to Russian ambition adminis-
tered by England at Berlin may have served to intensify
Anglo-Russian rivalry in Asia, but it undoubtedly delayed,
if it did not avert Russian ascendancy at Constantinople.
Between the Czar and the object of his ambition there were
interposed the considerable barriers of Bulgaria and
Roumania.